
Courts have an important role to play in the protection 
of fundamental rights. There is, however, no universally 
accepted rule of constitutional law or constitutional doc-
trine which determines to which extent courts have a 
power to review legislative decisions or acts of govern-
ment. In this lecture, the main models which are in use in 
different legal systems are discussed: Sovereignty of 
Parliament and Judicial Review. Is a new mixed model 
evolving? What is the importance of the relationship 
between national and international constitutional norms 
in this respect? And what can be learned from the Dutch 
and European experiences? 
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