
Beauvoir in Time 
 
Beauvoir in Time situates Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex in the historical context of its writing 
and in later contexts of its international reception, from then till now. The book takes up three aspects of 
Beauvoir’s work more recent feminists find embarrassing: “bad sex,” “dated” views about lesbians, and 
intersections with race and class. Through close reading of Beauvoir’s writing in many genres, 
alongside contemporaneous discourses (good and bad novels in French and English, outmoded 
psychoanalytic and sexological authorities, ethnographic surrealism, the writing of Richard Wright and 
Franz Fanon), and in light of her travels to the U.S. and China, the author uncovers insights more recent 
feminist methodologies obscure, showing that Beauvoir is still good to think with today. 
Meryl Altman studied Literature at Swarthmore and Columbia (Ph.D. 1988) and taught at DePauw 
University in Indiana. She has published on modernist American poetry and fiction, the history of 
sexuality, Sappho and classical reception, migrant domestic labor, and Beauvoir. 
 
Philosophy, Literature, and Politics (PLP) offers studies of literature and literary history in the context of 
philosophical and political ideas. The series also spans the discursive territory in which philosophy is 
produced by literature and vice-versa. PLP is a special series in the Value Inquiry Book Series. 
 
The Value Inquiry Book Series (VIBS) is an international scholarly program, founded in 1992 by Robert 
Ginsberg, that publishes philosophical books in all areas of value inquiry, including social and political 
thought, ethics, applied philosophy, aesthetics, feminism, pragmatism, personalism, religious values, 
medical and health values, values in education, values in science and technology, humanistic 
psychology, cognitive science, formal axiology, history of philosophy, postcommunist thought, peace 
theory, law and society, and theory of culture. 

 


