
Pragmatic Nonviolence 
 
Written in dialogue format, Andrew Fitz-Gibbon's Pragmatic Nonviolence argues that nonviolence is 
the best hope for a better world. Human violence in all its forms - physical, psychological and 
systemic- cultural - is perhaps the greatest obstacle to wellbeing in personal and community life. 
Nonviolence as “a practice that, whenever possible, seeks the wellbeing of the Other, by refusing to 
use violence to solve problems, and by acting according to loving kindness” is the best antidote to 
human violence. By drawing on the philosophy of nonviolence, the American pragmatist tradition and 
recent empirical research, Pragmatic Nonviolence demonstrates that, rather than being merely 
theoretical, nonviolence is a truly practical approach toward personal and community well-being. 
 
Andrew Fitz-Gibbon, Ph.D. (1999), Newcastle University, is Professor of Philosophy at the State 
University of New York College at Cortland. He is the author, co-author, or editor of fifteen books, 
numerous book chapters and articles in peer-reviewed journals. 
 
Philosophy of Peace (POP), in conjunction with Concerned Philosophers for Peace, explores 
socio-political and ethical perspectives on modern warfare, peacemaking, and conflict resolution, 
including the many forms of domestic and global violence, such as sexism, racism, and classism. POP 
is a special series in the Value Inquiry Book Series. 
 
The Value Inquiry Book Series (VIBIS), founded by Robert Ginsberg, is an international scholarly 
program that publishes philosophical books in all areas of value inquiry, including social and political 
thought, ethics, applied philosophy, aesthetics, feminism, pragmatism, personalism, religious 
values, medical and health values, values in education, values in science and technology, humanistic 
psychology, cognitive science, formal axiology, history of philosophy, post* communist thought, 
peace theory, law and society, and theory of culture. 

 


